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May 26, 2020 
 

 
Sisters and Brothers 
In consideration of the unusual situation we find ourselves, our Chapters, 
and our world in, our Most Worthy Grand Matron, Marianne Shenefelt has 
stated the officers may omit the officers marching in and simply assume 
their stations informally. This will eliminate the separate entrance of the 
Marshal, Worthy Patron, Associate Conductress and Associate Patron. 
 The Bible and Square and Compass are to be placed on the Altar prior to 
the beginning of the meeting without ceremony.  
I have offered a suggestion for Texas Chapters for the Draping of the Altar 
and/or the Charter to maintain safe social distancing. This is not a 
requirement only a suggestion which may be used if a Chapter or members 
are concerned about safety.   
I have also extended the cut off dates on the Traveling Plaque and the 
Exemplary Chapter award.  I hope the following information will answer 
some of the membership’s questions and concerns.  
 
These steps are to be taken during the time we are under safe social 
distancing, not as a permanent change. 
 
 
 

1. Draping the Charter and/or the Altar- I have suggested the drapes be 
placed on the Altar/Charter prior to the meeting. The Resolutions of 
Respect and the Memoriaums will be read by the Secretary the WM 
will say a poem or read from the Interpretations and the Chaplin will 
either go to the Altar and pray or if the Chapter room is very small, 
pray from the station.   
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2. Exemplary Chapter Award- as many Chapters have been unable to 
meet in the months of March April and May, I have extended the 
postmark date to August 1, 2020 for applying for an Exemplary 
Chapter Award. 

3. Traveling Plaque- As we will not be having Grand Chapter in August 
and again because Chapters have not been allowed to hold meetings 
for two to three months I have extended the travel time to the end of 
July for the Traveling Plaque. The Deputy Grand Matrons are to 
award the Plaque in August. 

I realize the temporary changes may be very confusing, it seems we wake 
up to something different daily. I want to assure the membership of Texas 
your Most Worthy Grand Matron, Most Worthy Grand Patron and Texas 
Grand Chapter Corporate Board and Board of Director members are 
working to fulfill our duties while taking into consideration the health and 
safety of the membership. I can attest to the fact I pray for guidance daily 
from our Heavenly Father, as I believe the others do also. We have no step 
by step instruction manual on how to lead our Order during a Pandemic or 
National Emergency.  We can only rely on our love for the members, our 
beautiful Order and pray for God’s wisdom and counsel to guide us. I ask 
for your prayers for this horrible pandemic to end soon or a cure to be 
found and for our Eastern Star leaders and the Leaders of our Nation to 
make decisions which will be for the good of all mankind. 

  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Linda Rose Winn-Christenson 
Worthy Grand Matron 
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